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AUTUMN TERM 2010 NEWSLETTER NUMBER 1

10™ September 2010
Dear Parents,
Welcome Back
I would like to welcome everyone back as we look forward to a new term and school year and give a special
welcome to new families joining Lingfield Primary School. As always, if you have any concerns or queries,
please contact the school so that we can be proactive in working together. Although this newsletter is
lengthy, I am pleased to have the opportunity to remind you all of @ number of things that I hope you will
find helpful at the start of this new term.
The School Day
The school day starts for Nursery, Reception and KS1at 9 a.m. Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 (KS2) start at 8.50 a.m.
Please ensure that your child is in school on time. Learning sessions start promptly and is it unsettling for
children who arrive late. Close of registers are 9.15 a.m. (for younger children) and for KS2 9.05 a.m. After
this time children will receive a late mark. All children finish at 3.15 p.m. {except Reception class children
who finish at 3.10 p.m.). e
Family Holidays and Absence from School
You will be aware, from previous newsletters, that we are unable to authorise term time family holidays. The
Education Welfare Officer, Mrs Catherine Jones, makes half termly visits to complete register checks.
New Absence Referral Structure and Reporting procedure
From this term, if your child's absence falls to 90% we will send you a letter explaining that attendance is
poor and the need for it to improve. If your child's attendance falls to 85% we are required to meet with you
to agree a way to make improvements. This meeting may include the Education Welfare Officer. If your
child’s attendance falls to 807% we are obliged to make a referral to Education Welfare. Please note that
Surrey now issue penalty notices to parents who take five or more days of family holiday during term time,
as well as for other unauthorised persistent absence. These regulations are in line with Surrey County
Council and the Education Welfare Service.
If your child is unable to attend school, please telephone the school office and let us know on the first day
of absence. On returning to school, please send a letter to your child's class teacher explaining the absence.
An email to the school office is also acceptable ~ info@lingfield.surrey.sch.uk
Early Drop Off and Evening Collection
Please remember to make use of the Breakfast Club facilities if you need to drop off early. Breakfast Club
starts from 8 am. If you are going to be late to collect your child please let us know so we can get a message
to your child.
Meet the teacher Meetings
As in previous years, we intend to hold 'meet the teacher’ meetings for parents towards the end of the
school day, to maximise the number of parents being able to attend. Each meeting will take the form of a
short presentation by the teachers and teaching assistants. The meeting will give you lots of detail about the
year group as well as information on school expectations. There will also be an opportunity to ask questions.
All meetings will take place in the school gym at 2.45 p.m. (except Year 6.)
Monday 13™ September, Year 5. Tuesday 14™ September, Year 3. Wednesday 15" September, Year 6 in 6W
classroom at 5 p.m. Thursday 16™ September, Year 1. Wednesday 22" September, Year 2. Thursday 23™
September, Year 4.
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Cycles and Scooters - School Safety

If your child brings a cycle or scooter to school, please ensure that they do not make use of it on the school
premises, to ensure the safety of children and adults. It is oo dangerous to use these items of ftransport
around the school grounds, due to our large numbers and narrow pathways.

Mobile 'phones

This is to remind parents that children should not have mobiles in school. We also ask parents not to use
their own mobile 'phone in the school building in line with school and staff policy arrangements. Thank you.
Birthday Sweets

As a healthy eating school, we ask parents not to send in sweets for the rest of the class when it is their
child’s birthday. While this is a nice gesture, it takes out a surprising amount of curriculum time when you
multiply it by 30 or even 60 for each class or year group.

Internet Safety

On two separate occasions last term, I was informed by parents about Lingfield children using computers
inappropriately at home i.e. sending abusive messages via Facebook to other pupils in school. This is a serious
breach of the law and has prompted me to remind parents of the importance of knowing in detail what your
child does and who they communicate with on the computer. Children are constantly reminded in school about
the appropriate use of computers including the fact that many social networking sites have a minimum age
requirement. (For example, Facebook is 14 year of age.) Please be vigilant when you child is using a computer.
Apply for a school place - Reception Class and Year 7 Secondary School September 2010

The Local Authority now send Early Years establishments and all Primary Schools a supply of leaflets to
distribute to parents. These leaflets will give information on the admissions process and encourage parents
to apply online whenever possible. The admissions Booklets "Primary Admissions: September 2011" and
"Secondary Admissions: September 2011" will be available on Surrey County Council's website:
www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions, or alternatively parents can ring the Contact Centre for a copy on 0300
200 1015. The booklets will not be provided in large quantities for distribution by schools, as in previous
years. There are no changes to the way parents receive information for children with a Statement of Special
Educational Needs.

School Fund

Many schools have a 'School Fund Day’ once a term to assist the coffers in a number of ways. Last year we
introduced such a scheme, with school governors’ approval. Please can you help boost our school fund to pay
for a number of book resources? We would like to replace our school dictionaries and thesaurui. If we collect
sufficient money we also intend to purchase a small writing easel for each classroom. As last year the school
budget is particularly challenging o manage this year and we hope you will agree to support us in this way.
We need to raise £500 to purchase the resources we need. All children across the school will benefit. You
will find a return form at the end of this newsletter and we would be very grateful if you would send in your
donations during the week of Monday 26™ September, payable to Lingfield Primary School Trust. If you are
a tax payer please sign the declaration which means we are able to claim back basic rate tax relief which will
help us even more. Thank you in anticipation.

School Web Site and Newsletters

If you misplace a school newsletter you can view it along with other information, via the school web site at
www.lingfieldschool.com

Holiday Dates

You will find a complete list of this year’s term dates on the school website. (A copy of the sheet sent home
last term.) Alternatively, another copy can be collected from the school office.

Information for Parents

We receive many requests from clubs and groups to send home flyers advertising their facilities and
opportunities available for children. We are unable to send one per family, due simply to logistics of making
this happen with so many on offer. However, we do keep a pile of these leaflets and flyers by the children's
entrance. I suggest to parents that you should check, on a regular basis, for things that may be of interest
to you and that would provide welcome opportunities for your child.




Messy Church

On Monday 13™ September from 3.30 to 6.30 p.m. the next ‘Messy Church’ event takes place at St. Peter &
St. Paul's Church. This month there will be celebrations of its first birthday. Everyone is welcome to take
part in music, craft, drama and party games. Supper will be served at 5.30 p.m. Children under the age of 16
years should be accompanied by an adult.

Swimming School at Brambletye

If you are looking for a small friendly swimming school for your child there is one on Tuesday evenings (term
time) at Brambletye School. Your child should be able to swim a little already and be aged between 6 and 11
years. Opportunities will focus on improving and developing good stroke skills. For more information please
telephone Les or Sheila Wall on 01342 834749,

If you have any queries or concerns please contact me.

_j\/ours)smcerely,
Ron Gandolfo
Headteacher.

B B [ W N N S S O R SO O O S S SO S S S A S S A S B U R R S R B RS S R A B0 R A B B
To Mrs Janice Blatcher,
SCHOOL FUND - Autumn Term 2010

Please send in a separate envelope from any other money to the school office via your child's class teacher.
Thank you.
I wish to contribute £........... to school fund this term to support the purchase of school resources.
I confirm that Iama UK ‘rax payer and that this is a charitable donation.
[You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April one year to b
April the next) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that.the charity will reclaim on your gifts for that
tax year.]

Chegques payable to ‘Lingfield Primary School Trust’
Charity number 1098096
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